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‘Paramedic Project’ at Camden FDC
Camden Family Day
Care recently initiated
the ‘paramedic project’.
The aim of the project
is to investigate the
role of an ambulance
officer with children
and provide them with
the tools to discuss,
create and engage
in conversations and
artwork to reflect their
thoughts and feelings.
The idea of the project
stemmed from a
conversation between
the educational leader
Chris and Anne, a
paramedic who has been associated with the
Camden FDC service for many years. Anne
discussed how the morale of front-line workers
has been declining due to the current Covid
outbreak and pressures of being on the front
line. The idea was discussed about how some
of the Family Day Care children have been
drawing pictures of front-line workers and
ambulances throughout the program.
Discussions were had with educators, and
it was agreed that, across the service,
engagement would be made with children
using a project-based approach to learning.
Using this approach children responded to
engaging questions, which also provided
a context for children to share their voice.
Children shared their own personal
experiences with ambulance officers and
demonstrated a connection to their own
community.
This well-being project demonstrates
the importance for connecting with our
community as it relates to Standard 6.3 of
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the National Quality Standard (NQS). It also
highlights how helping children contribute
to their community can improve children’s
wellbeing and learning.
We know that when educators make
connections within the wider community, they
advocate for children’s rights to be active
citizens who contribute to society. Children’s
understanding of citizenship and stewardship
develops, and the community is reflected in
the service program, practice, and operations.
Many educators participated in the project
and supported children with tools and
conversations to develop some beautiful and
thoughtful artwork.
Camden FDC is going to send this artwork
to their local ambulance stations. The overall
hope is that ambulance officers recognise how
valued they are, and that children’s voices are
acknowledged and shared whilst spreading
this important message.
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Educator Spotlight: Joy Northern Beaches Family Day Care

Joy runs a Montessori Family Day Care where
she provides education and care for children
over three years and a school holiday program.
“I’ve been involved in Early Childhood since
1987. At that time, I was living in Milan in Italy
and it was there that I was introduced to the
Montessori Method of education - which I fell
in love with!
I was offered a job at the British American
Pre-School, and then went on to complete my
studies in philosophy. I graduated eventually
in 1994 after taking a couple of years out to
do some travelling, where I landed in Australia
and fell in love with Sydney! I’ve been the head
teacher of a Montessori School in England,
Auckland and then in Sydney, at Headland
Montessori in Manly, before starting my own
Montessori Family Day Care in 2016.
I spent a short amount of time teaching 8
to 9 year-olds; long enough to realise that
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Early Childhood was my preferred age group.
They are like sponges! Their senses are being
formed, and you can have great conversations
and fun with them. I especially enjoy working
with the 5 and 6 year-olds. In the 3- 5 years
you’re introducing lots of new experiences,
resources, and information and then from 5 to
6 years you start to see it all consolidate.
In my Family Day Care, I can get to know the
child on a deeper level and support them, due
to small numbers. We have quality Montessori
materials, and the children have the privilege
of focused individual attention in this unique
environment.
They have a holistic experience in a fully
equipped outdoor classroom, where we
embrace all cultures and celebrate our diversity.
My philosophy is to allow the child the freedom
of choice within the prepared environment.
Encouraging independence by helping the
child to help themselves.
My biggest challenge is sometimes being
limited by the outdoor space available, and at
times having limited adult conversation. During
this last year especially, it has been challenging
not being able to take the children out in the
community or on excursions.”

Dates for Your Diary
Diwali: 4 Nov 2021
Diwali is a festival of lights celebrated by
Hindu, Jain and Sikh religions.
National Recycle Week: 8-14 Nov 2021
Organisation: Planet Ark
National Recycling Week aims to improve
the positive environmental outcomes of
recycling by increasing community awareness,
increasing collection rates and reducing
contamination. More info:
recyclingnearyou.com.au/
nationalrecyclingweek
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A Click Away

Kindness Advent Calendar

educators and teachers to ensure continuity of
learning for each child.
Kindergarten teachers have told the NSW
Department of Education that Transition to
School Statements are most useful when
provided to Schools in Term 4.
The NSW Department of Education
encourages educators and services to
complete Transition to School Statements for
all children starting school next year. A PDF
is available here. We recommend that you
use the Educators Guide to help guide your
statement responses.

Off The Bookshelf
Celebrate the upcoming dates with these
books:
A Kindness Advent Calendar can be a great
way to lead up to the end of year celebrations.
This free printable Kindness Advent Calendar
brings new meaning to the Advent countdown
to Christmas. Instead of receiving a small
gift each day, children are encouraged to
give something back. Each day, the Kindness
Advent Calendar has a suggestion for
something kind a child could do for someone.
They are small acts, nothing fancy, but each
one could make the world of difference to
someone in a child’s life.
www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/things-todo/kindness-advent-calendar-to-print-forchristmas/news-story/1b70a2ee3ef023b4f533
1602cbe2b763

Diwali by Hannah Eliot

Transition to school
statements

Because COVID-19 may be causing
disruptions to orientation plans, Transition to
School Statements are particularly important
for children who may experience delayed or
online school orientations.
The Transition to School Statement
summarises a child’s strengths, interests
and approaches to learning and passes this
information to families and teachers. The
Statement has immediate practical value
to Kindergarten teachers, capturing the
experience and expertise of early childhood
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Michael Recycle by Ellie Bethel
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Marrickville and Inner West FDC
Celebrate Educators in Lockdown
“As with most ECEC
services, Marrickville and
Inner West Family Day Care
educators have worked
tirelessly to support families
as they juggle strict lockdown
restrictions, working from
home and schooling from
home, as well as managing
their own children and
families.
To celebrate Early
Childhood Educator Day
on 1 September, we wanted to find a way to
acknowledge these extraordinary circumstances
our educators have worked under during the
pandemic and this year’s lockdown in Sydney.
When the rule for early childhood educators
to wear masks while working with children was
introduced, we all knew this was another added
challenge to face each day. We didn’t want
educators to feel they were alone in this, so we
asked educators to send us a selfie wearing their
mask. The coordination unit team also shared
photos wearing our masks either in the office or
at home. Coordinator Rosie created a ‘thank you’
design of the photos, printed on cards for each
educator and a banner to display on the outside
of our coordination unit office building for the
community to see.
We also emailed all our families asking them to
tell us how they felt about the special relationship
they have with their educator, how their educator
has supported them or been a lifeline during
lockdown. We asked families to send us video
messages, text messages, and photos to share
with our educators… and we were blown away by
the response!
Parents were generous in thanking not only their
own educator but all the educators at our service.
Families sent videos with their children, voice
messages, text messages and photos to show
their appreciation for the care, support, devotion,
partnership and learning provided by their
educator.
Families expressed that their educator’s
home provided a ‘safe-haven maintaining a
sense of normality in these strange times’ and
acknowledged that educators remained so calm,
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‘putting themselves at risk but
carried on with positivity and
encouragement to brighten
everyone’s spirits.’ As a
coordination unit, one of our
QIP goals is to improve our
relationships with families.
This was a wonderful covidsafe way to hear and share
such positive and heartfelt
stories from families.”

Janet Irving, Family Day Care
Children’s Services Advisor, Inner
West Council
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STEM Education in ECEC
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What is inquiry-based STEM education and
why is it important?
Inquiry-based STEM education in the early years
is a collaborative process, which encourages
children to raise questions and explore their
interests.
What comes to mind when you think of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)?
School? Equations? Sleepless nights before a
maths test? Or do you think of exciting science
lessons that unlocked the wonders of the world
and that encouraged endless questioning?
Childhood is the time for play, discovery and
wonder! The great news is that hands-on STEM
education allows children to enter a world full of
excitement and fun, endless things to wonder
about and to investigate. Children want to find
out more about the world and as a result most of
their questions are related to STEM subjects. In
early childhood, children’s natural inquisitiveness
drives their eagerness to learn.
Inquiry-based STEM education in the early years
is a collaborative process, which encourages
children to raise questions and explore their
interests. In a playful way, children are familiarised
with scientific processes and learn to think
scientifically. Early STEM education does not
teach facts but kindles children’s inquisitive minds.
In progressive early STEM education, the educator
takes the role of the facilitator, empowering
children to shape their own learning, and
establishing a collaborative environment. The
adult observes children’s individual interests,
involves them in decision-making and provides
prompts to stimulate their thought processes.
STEM learning does not require expert
knowledge, nor do you need a recipe book or a
science kit. Listen to your children’s questions and
let your own curiosity and inquisitiveness do the
rest.

Why is STEM inquiry so valuable?

In our rapidly changing world, STEM skills have
become increasingly important. According to a

report published by the McKinsey Global Institute
in 2017 ‘the development and deployment of
technology could create up to 50 million jobs
globally by 2030’. The third industrial revolution
led to drastic changes in the way we live, work
and learn and as the fourth industrial revolution
begins we don’t even know what new occupations
will look like.
Futurists across the world agree that we can only
be sure about one thing: The workforce of the
future will require skills and abilities that ‘are often
not part of the formal curriculum in traditional
school programs’. Social and emotional sensing
and reasoning, flexibility, creativity, collaborative
problem-solving, grit and resilience will be
increasingly important.
Hands-on inquiry-based STEM education lays the
foundation for social and emotional intelligence,
raises children’s confidence, and fosters their
abilities to plan and reflect.

How to include STEM inquiry in your
Family Day Care?
There are so many opportunities for discovery
in everyday situations. Your children’s questions
provide the starting point for investigation every
single day. Next time a child asks you ‘Where did
the ice cube go?’ you could answer with ‘Great
question, let’s find out together!’.

More info: www.startingblocks.gov.au/other-resources
Source: www.startingblocks.gov.au/other-resources/factsheets/what-is-inquiry-based-stem-education-and-why-is-it-important
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Literacy and Numeracy Resources
As a Family Day Care educator it is worthwhile
focusing on Quality Area 1 and the importance
of embedding literacy and numeracy in early
childhood education and care programs.
Below, you’ll find a handpicked selection of
literacy and numercy resources that can be very
useful in your Family Day Care.

Early literacy strategies to use in everyday
situations to support literacy development in
children 0-8 years.

Literacy and numeracy resources
Let’s Count by The Smith Family has been
designed to assist educators to make maths a
positive experience for children. Let’s Count is
an early mathematics program for children aged
three to five, developed by The Smith Family and
Professor Bob Perry from Charles Sturt University
and Associate Professor Ann Gervasoni from
Monash University.

A self-guided learning practice to support early
literacy and numeracy development.
The Abecedarian Approach to supporting early
literacy: how this approach places a priority on
high-quality adult-child interactions and children’s
language acquisition.
Early numeracy skills: how to develop them with
simple strategies to support children aged 0-4
years.

The program supports parents and early years
educators to develop the maths skills of the
children in their care by noticing, exploring, and
talking about numbers, counting, measurement
and patterns in their daily lives. Early learning
resources for educators and families to
support play-based, holistic education. The
resource suggestions are broken into learning
outcomes, with Outcome 5 providing suggestions
on literacy and numeracy. Podcasts, culturally
responsive practices and project-based
suggestions are highlighted for children in the
early years.

