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How are you enjoying this eighth topic for 
PD in your pocket?

Have you:

◗◗ Read the booklet? 

◗◗ Enjoyed the content as either:

◗– Videos?

◗– Podcasts?

◗– Live webinars?

◗◗ Talked to other educators on the PD in your 
pocket Facebook Group?

If you haven’t watched/listened/read it all 
you can download what you have missed 
from: 

www.nswfdc.org.au/pdinyourpocket

Now is the time to delve deeper with this 
list of further readings.

FURTHER READINGS
For those that are new to 
sustainability

EcoSmart

The absolute guide to 
sustainability in early education 
from ECEEN. ($42.95)

Learning with Nature 

A self-evaluation toolkit for 
educators to reflect on what 
they're doing now and where to 
develop to be more effective by 
Claire Warden. ($64)

Sustainability and the Early 
Years Learning Framework 

This book by Sue Elliot will help 
you reflect on and implement 
the EYLF from a sustainability 
perspective. ($42.95)

https://eceen.org.au/
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/claire-warden/learning-with-nature.html
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/eceen-conference/sustainability-and-the-early-years-learning-framework-eylf.html
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/eceen-conference/sustainability-and-the-early-years-learning-framework-eylf.html
https://eceen.org.au/
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/claire-warden/learning-with-nature.html
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/eceen-conference/sustainability-and-the-early-years-learning-framework-eylf.html
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Sustainability Audit Tool

A free sustainability audit tool 
you could choose to undertake 
an audit of your service.

More than a worm farm: 
Supporting children to be 
environmentally responsible

An ACECQA blogpost. 

Sustainability in children’s 
education and care

Another blogpost from ACECQA

Avoiding single use items

This blog post from the City of 
Sydney gives simple ways for you 
to live a more plastic free life.

For those that know more 
about sustainability

Bed and Breakfasts for 
Birds, Bees, Butterflies and 
Biodiversity

Learn more about B&B’s. 

ECEEN Links 

The ECEEN website has lots of 
links to further reading. 

Sustainable Schools

Lots of links to activities you 
could adapt for the children 
in your care, especially older 
children. 

The Environmentally Sustainable Education and Care Service

An environmentally sustainable education and care service considers its responsibility towards future generations, 
and acts to promote sustainable lifestyle choices.

The National Quality Framework asks education and care services to take an active role in caring for its environment and contribute to a 
sustainable future. This can be achieved by embedding sustainable practices into service operations, and supporting children to become 
environmentally responsible and to show respect for the environment. 

The following principles apply when considering a service approach to sustainability:

•  Children of all age groups learn about environmental issues

•  Items and materials are appropriately reused or recycled in an environmentally sustainable way

•   General waste and hazardous materials are disposed of in an environmentally sustainable way

•   Food scraps are discarded in an environmentally sustainable way

•   Energy consumption is controlled to reduce impact on the natural environment

•   Water is promoted as a precious natural resource

•   The environmental footprint of the production and transport of certain products is assessed against sustainable development principles

•   The protection and conservation of biodiversity is promoted.

Does your service have an environmental protection policy and/or sustainability strategy?

The following audit tool considers the above principles across a range of domains in early childhood education and care service operation and 
delivery. It is designed to work together with your service policy. It can be used to review the effectiveness of the policy and to identify new 
projects or sustainability targets. If you do not yet have an environmental policy in place, completing this tool will give you a broad overview 
of what to include as well as a detailed assessment of the areas where your service can improve.

Definitions:

Biodiversity refers to the health of ecosystems

Conservation refers to the protection and management of biodiversity.

Energy efficiency refers to the efforts to reduce the amount of energy required to provide products and services.

Energy ratings are the measurement of a product or services energy efficiency.

Environmental footprint refers to measuring the impact we are having on the environment.

Sustainable practices refer to the practices that meet the needs of the present generation, without compromising the resources available 
to future generations.

COMMUNITY CHILD CARE  

SUSTAINABILITY AUDIT TOOL - 
EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES

CCC RESOURCE SHEET FEB 2015

Do you prefer videos?
Junior Landcare videos 

These videos feature Costa 
from Gardening Australia, 
teaching children about how 
to grow food in the garden.

ECA – Embedding 
sustainable practices 

Produced by ECA, these 
videos interview three early 
childhood teachers with a 
passion for sustainability. 

Greta Thunberg Tedx Talk

This Ted Talk by Greta 
Thunberg explains how she 
became a climate activist.

Books to read with children
These three websites provide great lists of picture 
books about sustainability issues to read with children. 
Perhaps you could look for them in your local library? 

Climate Council

Eight classic kids’ books about 
the environment.

BioMe – Children’s Books

Picture books for children, 
introducing them to sustainability 
and protecting the environment.

Sustainability reading list

Resources for children on 
pollution, water, energy, food, 
sustainability, ecology, culture, 
and history.

Sustainability Reading List for Children: 

The below list is a compilation of resources for children (primarily for ages 3-10) on 
various environmental concepts such as pollution, water, energy, food, sustainability, 
ecology, culture, and history. 

1. All the Water in the World by George Ella Lyon 

 
All the water in the world is all the water in the world. We are all connected by 
water, and this message is beautifully, lyrically delivered from poet-musician-
author George Ella Lyon. Where does water come from? Where does water 
go? Find out in this exploration of oceans and waterways that highlights an 
important reality: Our water supply is limited, and it is up to us to protect it. 
Dynamic, fluid art paired with pitch-perfect verse makes for a wise and 
remarkable read-aloud that will resonate with any audience. 

2. All the Wild Wonders: Poems of Our Earth by Wendy Cooling 

 
For this celebration of our Earth, distinguished anthologist Wendy Cooling has 
chosen poems to make children look, think, and ask questions. Why are trees 
so important? How are motorways damaging our countryside? What can we 
do about rubbish? What can we do to protect our Earth for the future? Strong, 
colourful illustrations combine to make this a gift book with a difference. 

3. Animalia by Graeme Base 
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https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2018/04/03/supporting-children-to-be-environmentally-responsible
https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2018/04/03/supporting-children-to-be-environmentally-responsible
https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2016/01/28/sustainability-in-childrens-education-and-care
https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2016/01/28/sustainability-in-childrens-education-and-care
https://news.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/articles/advanced-tips-for-living-a-more-plastic-free-life
https://www.ps.org.au/bb-highway-about
https://www.ps.org.au/bb-highway-about
https://www.ps.org.au/bb-highway-about
https://eceen.org.au/links.htm
https://www.sustainableschoolsnsw.org.au/teach/biodiversity
https://www.cccinc.org.au/docs/resource-sheet_sustainability-audit-tool-v-2015.pdf
https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2018/04/03/supporting-children-to-be-environmentally-responsible
https://news.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/articles/advanced-tips-for-living-a-more-plastic-free-life
https://www.ps.org.au/bb-highway-about
https://eceen.org.au/links.htm
https://www.sustainableschoolsnsw.org.au/teach/biodiversity
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/junior-landcare-videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVBdmWI7YEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVBdmWI7YEk
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change/footnotes
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/junior-landcare-videos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVBdmWI7YEk
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change/footnotes
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/8-classic-kids-books-about-the-environment/
https://www.biome.com.au/238-childrens-books
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Sustainability%20Reading%20List%20for%20Children%281%29.pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/8-classic-kids-books-about-the-environment/
https://www.biome.com.au/238-childrens-books
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Sustainability%20Reading%20List%20for%20Children%281%29.pdf

