
How are you enjoying this tenth topic for PD 
in your pocket?

Have you:

	◗ Read the booklet? 

	◗ Enjoyed the content as either:

	– Videos?

	– Podcasts?

	– Live webinars?

	◗ Talked to other educators on the PD in your 
pocket Facebook Group?

If you haven’t watched/listened/read it all 
you can download what you have missed 
from: 

www.nswfdc.org.au/pdinyourpocket

Now is the time to delve deeper with this 
list of further readings.

FURTHER READINGS
For those that are new to STEM

Starting Blocks

An introduction to STEM and what 
makes it so important in the early 
years.

Little Scientists

Lots of good resources on the Little 
Scientists webpage – and access 
to specific STEM professional 
development for early childhood 
educators.

STEM in early childhood education

This booklet by ECA will help you 
understand the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of 
STEM and to learn how to implement 
hands-on activities within the STEM 
disciplines for young children. ($16.95)

Exploring STEM at home

Although directed at parents, this 
resource explains why STEM is 
important and gives lots of ideas 
for STEM learning in a home 
environment.© Department of Education, Western Australia 2017

EXPLORING  
STEM AT  
HOME

Kindergarten to Year 2

Science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics

Activities and ideas for 
parents to support their 
children’s learning and 
development.
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http://www.startingblocks.gov.au/other-resources/factsheets/what-is-inquiry-based-stem-education-and-why-is-it-important
http://www.littlescientists.org.au
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-publications/research-practice-series/research-practice-series-index/2017-issues/stem-early-childhood-education
http://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/l982mk
http://www.startingblocks.gov.au/other-resources/factsheets/what-is-inquiry-based-stem-education-and-why-is-it-important
http://www.littlescientists.org.au
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-publications/research-practice-series/research-practice-series-index/2017-issues/stem-early-childhood-education
http://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/l982mk
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For those that know more 
about STEM

Bringing STEM to Life

This book explores how in an 
engaging environment with 
meaningful interactions, quality 
resources and a commitment 
to play, children will naturally 
explore STEM concepts. ($39.95)

Creating a Reggio-Inspired 
Stem Environment for Young 
Children

This book will guide you to 
rethink your early learning 
environment with a focus on 
STEM, using the Reggio Emilia 
approach. ($40) 

Do you prefer videos?
STEM as an Approach to 
Early Childhood Learning

STEM in Early Learning 
– Using Open-Ended 
Questions to Encourage 
Learning

STEM in Early Learning: 
Engineering with the Three 
Little Pigs
 

STEM in Early Learning: 
Exploring the Natural 
Environment with Young 
Children

Videos to watch with children
Early Start Discovery Space 
– Will it fly or will it fall?

Finding colours in your 
back yard

Books to read with children
STEM booklist

This PDF provides a great list of 
picture books that focus on STEM 
practices or ‘habits of mind’ that 
are common across science, 
technology, engineering and 
maths. Perhaps you could look 
for them in your local library? 

Activities to do with children
National Science Week

National Science Week is Australia’s 
annual celebration of science and 
technology, running each year in 
August. This is a pack of science-
inspired ideas, instructions and 
activities to help early childhood 
educators plan an exciting and 
engaging week of events.

STEM Teaching Guide

This is collaboration between 
Boston Children’s Museum 
National Grid and WGBH 
Educational Foundation, and 
assists preschool educators in 
teaching STEM to three to five-
year-olds.

11 engaging STEM activities 
that will foster curiosity

These simple STEM projects for 
kids will help spark a lifetime 
interest in this crucial field.

9 play-based science activities 
that build STEM skills

These activities help to develop 
STEM skills for young children.
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Developing children’s interest and engagement in  
Science,  Technology,  Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

t h r o u g h  p i c t u r e  b o o k s

B O O K L I S T

brought to you by

EARLY CHILDHOOD
ACTIVITIES

Inspiring ideas for National Science Week
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https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/maths-and-blocks-bringing-stem-to-life?barcode=9781925145212
https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/creating-a-reggio-inspired-stem-environment-for-young-children?barcode=9781605546988
https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/creating-a-reggio-inspired-stem-environment-for-young-children?barcode=9781605546988
https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/creating-a-reggio-inspired-stem-environment-for-young-children?barcode=9781605546988
https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/maths-and-blocks-bringing-stem-to-life?barcode=9781925145212 
https://shop.thebookgarden.com.au/p/creating-a-reggio-inspired-stem-environment-for-young-children?barcode=9781605546988
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-r4DfID6H24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-r4DfID6H24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeV0tMJMP2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeV0tMJMP2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeV0tMJMP2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeV0tMJMP2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVjaBB0ux5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVjaBB0ux5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVjaBB0ux5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUo7kh-0nvA&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUo7kh-0nvA&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUo7kh-0nvA&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUo7kh-0nvA&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxbyPEU1mGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxbyPEU1mGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PmYOxx3wYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PmYOxx3wYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-r4DfID6H24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeV0tMJMP2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVjaBB0ux5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUo7kh-0nvA&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxbyPEU1mGU
https://www.pademelonpress.com.au/claire-warden/learning-with-nature.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PmYOxx3wYc
https://elsa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/STEM-Booklist_Publishing-040518.pdf
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Science_Week_Early_Childhood_ideas_WEB.pdf
https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/STEMGuide.pdf
https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/simple-stem-activities-for-kids/
https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/simple-stem-activities-for-kids/
https://www.careforkids.com.au/child-care-articles/article/589/9-play-based-science-activities-that-build-stem-skills
https://www.careforkids.com.au/child-care-articles/article/589/9-play-based-science-activities-that-build-stem-skills
https://elsa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/STEM-Booklist_Publishing-040518.pdf 
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Science_Week_Early_Childhood_ideas_WEB.pdf
https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/STEMGuide.pdf
https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/simple-stem-activities-for-kids/
https://www.careforkids.com.au/child-care-articles/article/589/9-play-based-science-activities-that-build-stem-skills

